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T
he Army of the Terra Cotta 
Warriors, first discovered in 
1974, is now recognized as the 
eighth wonder of the ancient 

world. Over 7000 life-size figures of 
soldiers, charioteers, archers, and 
cavalrymen were buried 2200 years 
ago in three large pits to guard the 
tomb of one of the most important 
rulers of the ancient world, the First 

Ruler of the Qin dynasty in China. 
We get our name China from the 
name of his dynasty, and much of 
what he accomplished influenced 
the way of life in China for the next 
2000 years. 

In the coming years, China will 
become increasingly important in 
our own future. We need to know 
more about its history and culture in 

order to understand it better and to 
help establish a mutual friendship. 
Following the terra cotta army, the 
First Emperor, and what he hoped to 
accomplish, can lead to a wonderful 
journey of learning about China.

Albert E. Dien, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 
Stanford University

Introduction

B
owers Museum, in conjunction 
with the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science and National 
Geographic Museum, have 

designed Terra Cotta Warriors: 
Guardians of China’s First 
Emperor as a guide for teachers 
and students who will be visiting the 
exhibition, Terra Cotta Warriors: 
Guardians of China’s First 
Emperor (May 18, 2008 – October 
12, 2008). Working from the 
principle that the more you know 
about something, the better you will 
understand it, using this guide will 
give you a richer experience as you 
tour the museum. We hope it will 
help your students feel comfortable 
and at home in the exhibition and 
excited to see history come alive. 

The guide is composed of three 
sections. Begin by sharing the story 
with your students! Listening to the 
CD of The Warrior with the Smiling 
Moustache engages the students. 
This will set the stage for learning 
about the history, participating in 
the activities included in the guide, 
and heightening anticipation prior to 
visiting the exhibition. 

The second section presents 
a historical perspective offering 
background information about the 
First Emperor and the Qin dynasty. 
Grounded in this rich period of 
history, your visit through the gallery 
becomes an exciting experience. 
The third section, Student Activities, 
sets the stage as both a follow-up 
and conduit to learning about this 

most interesting history. These 
varied classroom and independent 
activities will serve to sharpen the 
students’ knowledge and greatly 
enhance their experience during 
the visit. The activities will also 
help them relate the culture and 
civilization of China’s Qin dynasty 
to life in Southern California in the 
21st Century, and reinforce what they 
learn at Bowers Museum. 

When your students visit the 
museum, our hope is that this 
background information will have 
them saying, “Oh yes! I know about 
that!” as they view the artifacts. 

Education Department 
Bowers Museum

School Tour and Art Class 
Booking Information
This curriculum guide was 
specifically designed to prepare 
students for a visit to the Bowers 
Museum exhibit Terra Cotta 
Warriors: Guardians of China’s 
First Emperor (May 18 – October 
12, 2008). Featuring one of the 
most significant archaeological 
discoveries of the 20th century, this 
exciting exhibit showcases 100 objects, 
including 14 life-size terra cotta 
figures, two half-size wooden chariots, 
and life-size bronze animals, all 
from the tomb complex belonging to 
China’s first emperor, Qin Shi Huang 
(259-210 BC).

The one-hour audio tour will 
directly reinforce the classroom 
lessons found in this guide, with 
Docents on hand for questions. In 
addition, cultural art classes, taught 
by professional art instructors at 
Kidseum in combination with a 
museum visit, allow students to create 
artwork that connects to their viewing 
of the exhibition. 

Gallery visits are available at 9:30 
a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 12:30 p.m., 
Tuesdays through Fridays.

Art classes are available at 9:30 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m., also Tuesdays 
through Fridays.

Bowers Museum offers curriculum 
guides aligned with our permanent 
exhibitions including The First 
Californians Gallery and California 
Legacies Gallery, detailing early 
California history.

Kidseum, an interactive 
children’s museum, offers an array of 
educational programs including art 
classes, storytelling, after school and 
summer camp programs, outreach 
classroom programs, cultural art 
trunks, and educator workshops. 

To book a tour or class, please 
contact us at 714.567.3680. For more 
information, please view our website 
at www.bowers.org. To contact 
Kidseum, please call 714.480.1520. 

Educator E-Mail List/E-Gram
If you would like to be placed on our 
Education e-mail list and receive 
updated information on our events 
designed specifically for educators, 
please visit our website at www.bowers.
org/education. 

Contact Numbers
Bowers Museum	 714.567.3600
Education Office	 714.567.3679
School Tours	 714.567.3680
Bowers Kidseum	 714.480.1520

Book Your Bowers Museum Tour Today!
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Chinese Culture and  
the California Curriculum

California Academic Content 
Standards for Grade 6
Visual Arts, History/Social Science, 
English/Language Arts, Science

This guide supports the attainment of 
the following standards for California 
Public Schools. Only the specific 
standards highlighted in the lessons 
in this guide are listed. Not all the 
standards are covered. 

Reading
Word Recognition
1.1	 Read aloud narrative and 

expository text fluently and 
accurately and with appropriate 
pacing, intonation and 
expression.

Comprehension and Analysis of 
Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
2.3	 Connect and clarify main ideas by 

identifying their relationships to 
other sources and related topics.

2.4	 Clarify an understanding of texts 
by creating outlines, logical notes, 
summaries, or reports.

3.0	Literary Response and Analysis
Structural Forms of Literature
3.2	 Analyze the effect of the qualities 

of the character (e.g., courage or 
cowardice, ambition or laziness) 
on the resolution of the conflict.

3.5	 Recognize the speaker and 
recognize the difference between 
first- and third-person narration 
(e.g., autobiography compared 
with biography).

Literary Criticism
3.8	 Critique the credibility of 

characterization and the degree 
to which a plot is contrived or 
realistic.

Writing
1.0	 Writing Strategies
	 Students write clear, coherent, 

and focused essays. The writing 
exhibits students’ awareness of 
the audience and purpose. Essays 
contain formal introductions, 
supporting evidence, and 
conclusions. Students progress 
through the stages of the writing 
process as needed. 

Organization and Focus
1.2	 Create multiple-paragraph 

expository compositions:
		  a.	Engage the interest of the
			   reader and state a clear
			   purpose.
		  b.	Develop the topic with
			   supporting details and
			   precise verbs, nouns, and
			   adjectives to paint a visual
			   image in the mind of the
			   reader.
		  c.	 Conclude with a detailed
			   summary linked to the
			   purpose of the composition. 
1.3	 Use a variety of effective and 

coherent organizational 
patterns, including comparison 
and contrast; organization by 
categories; and arrangements by 
spatial order, order of importance, 
or climactic order. 

Listening and Speaking
1.0	 Listening and Speaking Strategies
	 Students deliver focused, coherent 

presentations that convey 
ideas clearly and relate to the 
background and interests of 
the audience. They evaluate the 
content of oral communication. 

Comprehension
1.3	 Identify the tone, mood, and 

emotion conveyed in the oral 
communication.

2.3	 Write research reports:
		  b.	Support the main idea or
			   ideas with facts, details,
			   examples, and explanations
			   from multiple authoritative
			   sources (e.g., speakers,
			   periodicals, online
			   information searches).

World History and Geography: 
Ancient Civilizations
Students in grade six expand their 
understanding of history by studying 
the people and events that ushered in 
the dawn of the major Western and 
non-Western ancient civilizations. 
Geography is of special significance 
in the development of the human 
story. Continued emphasis is placed 
on the everyday lives, problems, and 
accomplishments of people, their 
role in developing social, economic, 
and political structures, as well 
as in establishing and spreading 
ideas that helped transform the 
world forever. Students develop 
higher levels of critical thinking 

by considering why civilizations 
developed where and when they did, 
why they became dominant, and 
why they declined. Students analyze 
the interactions among the various 
cultures, emphasizing their enduring 
contributions and the link, despite 
time, between the contemporary and 
ancient worlds. 
6.6	 Students analyze the geographic, 

political, economic, religious, 
and social structures of the early 
civilizations of China.

		  2.	Explain the geographic
			   features of China that made
			   governance and the spread
			   of ideas and goods difficult
			   and served to isolate the
			   country from the rest of the
			   world. 
		  3.	Know about the life of
			   Confucius and the
			   fundamental teachings of
			   Confucianism and Taoism.
		  4.	Identify the political and
			   cultural problems prevalent
			   in the time of Confucius and
			   how he sought to solve them.
		  5.	List the policies and
			   achievements of the emperor
			   Shihuangdi in unifying
			   northern China under the
			   Qin dynasty. 

Visual Arts
1.0	 Artistic Perception
	 Processing, Analyzing, and 

Responding to Sensory 
Information Through the 

Language and Skills Unique to 
the Visual Arts

	 Students perceive and respond to 
works of art, objects in nature, 
events, and the environment. 
They also use the vocabulary of 
the visual arts to express their 
observations.

Develop Visual Arts Knowledge  
and Vocabulary 
1.1	 Identify and describe all the 

elements of art found in selected 
works of art (color, shape/form, 
line, texture, space, and value).

Analyze Art Elements and 
Principles of Design
1.4	 Describe how balance is effectively 

used in a work of art (e.g., 
symmetrical, asymmetrical, and 
radical).

2.0	 Historical and Cultural Context
	 Understanding the Historical 

Contributions and Cultural 
Dimensions of the Visual Arts

	 Students analyze the role and 
development of the visual arts 
in past and present cultures 
throughout the world, noting 
human diversity as it relates to the 
visual arts and artists.

3.2	 View selected works of art from 
a culture and describe how they 
have changed or not changed in 
theme and content over a period 
of time.

Curriculum Connections




