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Explore 
the Dynamic World of 
Asian Comics and Beyond!
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March 9 - September 8, 2024

Image: Du Gu, Zao Dao, 2014, character design for Le souffle du 
vent dans les pins. Published by Editions Mosquito, 2016. 
 
The Asian Comics: Evolution of an Artform exhibition is curated and 
organized by the Barbican Centre. The City of London Corporation 
is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 

Get Tickets Now

Opening March 9!Opening March 9!Opening March 9!

REMINDERREMINDERREMINDERREMINDER
Members are Invited to Join Us at  
6 pm on March 8 for a First Look! 

RSVP Now at  
membershiprsvp@bowers.org

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/upcoming-exhibition/asian-comics-evolution-of-an-art-form
mailto:membershiprsvp%40bowers.org?subject=


For membership inquiries or details,
 please contact us at 

 714.567.3639   |    membership@bowers.org

Your Invitation Awaits!

• One year of free admission to all General Admission and  
Permanent Collection Exhibitions 

• Discounts on all Museum public programs  
(lectures, films, performances) 

• Up to a 20% discount in our Gallery Store and restaurant, Tangtata 
• A subscription to our members-only print magazine, Passport 
• Invitations to exclusive member events and more!

Become A Member

Image: Seven people on Mu mainland, © Ide Chikae 

Become a member of our growing family and earn a wealth of exclusive benefits, like:

Join or Renew today and Gain Access to 
our newest, featured exhibitions including 

Asian Comics: Evolution of an Art Form!

https://buy.acmeticketing.com/membership/311/join


Asian Comics: Evolution of an Art Form
Programming

An Introduction to Asian Comics 
with Curator, Paul Gravett

Sunday   |   March 10   |   1:30 - 2:30 pm 
Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Opening Lecture

Comics from across Asia are surprisingly diverse and dynamic,  
with interconnected histories and remarkable cultures. Join  
Paul Gravett, curator of Asian Comics: Evolution of an Art Form,  
as he presents an illustrated overview of some of the key creators 
and their characters. He will also explore several unique techniques 
developed in Asian comics and consider the form’s current trends 
and changes in the digital era.

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $10  |  General $15

Recorded Online Screening
Members $5  |  General $10
Online version will be emailed to ticketholders  
one week after the onsite event.

Get Tickets

Image: Viva! Vollleyball, © Ide Chikae  

OPENING LECTURE

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3717-asian-comics-opening-lecture-with-curator-paul-gravett


Asian Comics: Evolution of an Art Form
Programming

Live Drawing Demo & Signing  
with Junko Mizuno

Sunday   |   March 17   |   1:30 - 2:30 pm 
Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Artist Demo & Signing

See the artistic process come to life in this live drawing 
demonstration and signing event with Asian Comics featured artist, 
Junko Mizuno! Celebrate the power of women with Mizuno and her 
work during Women’s History Month!  

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $15  |  General $20 Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3718-live-drawing-demo-signing-with-junko-mizuno


Asian Comics: Evolution of an Art Form
Programming

Final Fridays:  
Asian Comics After Hours

  Extended Museum Hours  4 - 8 pm 
Tangata Restaurant 4:30 - 7:30 pm

Make the Bowers Museum your destination on “final Fridays”  
of the month, featuring after-hours access to Asian Comics: 
Evolution of an Art Form, anime screenings, and a DJ spinning in 
the galleries. Attendees will be granted free General Admission  
for dressing up in cosplay!*   

Astro Boy (2003)  
MARCH 29  |  6:30 PM

See the first three episodes of the beloved Japanese anime 
television series, Astro Boy, based on Osamu Tezuka’s manga 
series of the same name. 

Metropolis (2001)  
APRIL 26  |  6 PM

Directed by the celebrated Rintaro, written by Katsuhiro Otomo, 
creator of Akira, and inspired by a Japanese manga by  
Osamu Tezuka published in 1949, Metropolis is an acclaimed 
Japanese anime set in a futuristic, regimented society where 
human and robots are at odds.

Asian Comics Exhibit
Members/Cosplay $10  |  Adults $28
Seniors (Age 62+) and Students (12+) $25
Film Screenings
Members $10  |  General $15  

*Cosplay restrictions will apply, see bowers.org for details.

Get Tickets

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3719-final-fridays-asian-comics-after-hours-astro-boy-2003-screenings-dj
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3720-final-fridays-asian-comics-after-hours-metropolis-2001-screening-dj


Asian Comics: Evolution of an Art Form
Programming

The Shared Origins of Modern Comics 
with Eike Exner

Saturday   |   April 6   |   1:30 - 3 pm 
Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Lecture & Book Signing

Presented by Eike Exner, a historian and translator of Japanese 
comics. His book Comics and the Origins of Manga: A Revisionist 
History received the 2022 Will Eisner Comics Industry Award for 
Best Academic/Scholarly Work. Exner’s book will be available for 
purchase in the Gallery Store and a book signing  
will follow the lecture!  

The phrase ‘Asian comics’ is sometimes used in opposition to 
‘Western comics.’ But are comics from different parts of the world 
fundamentally different from each other? Using ample visual 
evidence from Japan, China, and Korea, this lecture will show how 
in the 1920s comics swept the globe more or less simultaneously.

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $15  |  General $20

Recorded Online Screening
Members $5  |  General $10
Online version will be emailed to ticketholders  
one week after the onsite event.

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3721-the-shared-origins-of-modern-comics-with-eike-exner


Talks

Lin Yu-shan and  
a Century of Taiwan’s Art 

with Dr. Kuo-Sheng Lai 
Tuesday   |   March 12  |  1:30 - 2:30 pm  

    Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Lecture  

Lin Yu-shan lived for almost an entire century, from 1907 to 2004. 
Besides being one of the “Three Youths” winning the first Taiwan 
Art Exhibition, he is also remembered as a master of ink painting 
and Tōyōga, a new kind of painting similar to Nihonga introduced 
to Taiwan by the Japanese. This lecture discusses Lin Yu-shan’s 
styles throughout his lifetime. His art reflected different periods  
of Taiwan's art history through the 20th century.  

Sponsored by the Chinese Cultural Art Council,  
an affiliate council of the Bowers Museum.

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $10  |  General $15

Recorded Online Screening
Members $5  |  General $10
Online version will be emailed to ticketholders  
one week after the onsite event.

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3725-lin-yu-shan-and-a-century-of-taiwan-s-art-with-dr-kuo-sheng-lai


Talks

The Future of Exploration 
with Chris Ranier & Terry Garcia

Sunday   |   March 24  |  1:30 - 3 pm  
    Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Lecture & Book Signing 

We live at a remarkable moment in time. The 21st century  
promises to be the greatest age of exploration and  
discovery in human history.

There is still so much to explore on our planet and beyond,  
as well as within ourselves. Exploration is about discovering  
new places, understandings, and species, but it is about so much 
more. Sometimes it means going to old places and seeing them 
with new eyes and revealing hidden truths.

Who are the people pushing the boundaries of knowledge? Who 
are the explorers? Join explorers Terry Garcia and Chris Rainier as 
they discuss their new book, The Future of Exploration,  
and answer those exact questions.

This program is made possible through a generous bequest by 
Lynda Thomas (1950-2021). 

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $55  |  General $75 
Includes free General Admission 

Recorded Online Screening
$35  |  Choose to livestream on Zoom or  
onsite in Bowers’ John M. Lee Court. 

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3722-the-future-of-exploration-with-chris-rainier-terry-garcia-distinguished-lecture-book-signing


Apr 10   |  Early Encounters: Spanish and 
   French Colonization

Apr 17  |  Early Encounters Part 2: The British Impact 
    and Colonial Portraiture

Apr 24   |  *11:15 am  |  From Colonial to Federal

May 1    |  The Landscape and National Identity

May 8   |  Genre Scenes and the West

May 15  |  American Art of the Civil War  
   and Reconstruction Era

Series Package: Members $50  |  General $75
Attend one lecture for free when you purchase the series package!

Single Lecture: Members $10  |  General $15

American Identity: Visions in American 
Art History with Kristin Mihaylovich

Professor of Art History at Fullerton College

Wednesdays   |   Apr 10 - May 15   |   11 am - 12 pm*
Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  *Unless Otherwise Noted

Get Tickets

Talks: Art in Context
A 6-Part Lecture Series

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3738-art-in-context-visions-in-american-art-history


Talks

Ticketed Onsite Events: Members $10  |  General $15

Timeless Melodies
Take a nostalgic walk down memory lane with music  
and more presented by Larry Maurer, historian of the  

Timeless Melodies Foundation for Education, Inc.

The Ladies Sing!  
Thursday   |   March 28   |   1:30 - 3 pm
Norma Kershaw Auditorium   |   Lecture 

Celebrate some of the most successful female vocalists of popular  
music during Women’s History Month! Tracing the roots of the great 
names: Doris Day, Billie Holiday Ella Fitzgerald, and many others,  
you’ll appreciate the many hurdles they overcame  
to become star performers.    

Broadway in the 1930s 
Thursday   |   April 25   |   1:30 - 3 pm
Norma Kershaw Auditorium   |   Lecture 

The crush of the Depression affected everyone from Florenz Ziegfeld 
to window washers. The great composers, George Gershwin,  
Irving Berlin, Cole Porter and others, enabled Broadway to not only  
survive, but prospered with some of its greatest shows and songs.  

Get Tickets

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3724-timeless-melodies-broadway-in-the-1930s
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3723-timeless-melodies-the-ladies-sing


Talks

Bead Trade in the Pacific Northwest  
with Dr. Alison Kyra Carter

Saturday   |   March 23  |  11 am - 12 pm  
    Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Lecture

At the historic Fort Vancouver, WA site, once the Hudson’s Bay  
Company’s Western Headquarters, over 100,000 glass beads have 
been found, reflecting the diverse fur trade goods supplied from 
1824-1845. A previous study by Lester Ross identified over 150 bead 
types potentially from Venice, Bohemia, China, and Great Britain. 
Carter’s talk will explore the origins of these beads and their role  
in the 19th and early 20th-century Pacific Northwest trade.

Sponsored by the Collectors Council,  
an affiliate council of the Bowers Museum.

Ticketed Onsite Event
Free for Bowers Members  |  General $15

Recorded Online Screening
Free for Bowers Members  |  General $10
Online version will be emailed to ticketholders  
one week after the onsite event.

Get Tickets

Talks: Bead Society of Orange County
An Affiliate Council of the Bowers Museum

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3726-bsoc-bead-trade-in-the-pacific-northwest-with-dr-alison-kyra-carter


Talks

28th Annual Art of Adorning  
Bead Bazaar 

Saturday   |   April 27  |  10 am - 4 pm  
Key Courtyard  |  Artisan Showcase

Don’t miss Orange County’s oldest and largest showcase for  
crafted jewelry, beads, clothing, artifacts, components,  
craft tools, and supplies! 
 

This is a Free, Non-Ticketed Event
Museum entry not included.

Special Event: Bead Society of Orange County
An Affiliate Council of the Bowers Museum



Talks

Explore Ancient Egypt with ARCE-OC during our ongoing lecture series.

Ticketed Onsite Events
Free for Bowers & ARCE Members  |  General $15
Recorded Online Screenings
Free for Bowers & ARCE Members  |  General $10
Online version will be emailed to ticketholders one week after the onsite event.

Geometry and Decoration  
in Egyptian Coffins  
with Dr. Stefania Mainieri
Saturday   |   April 13   |   1:30 - 3:30 pm
Norma Kershaw Auditorium   |   Lecture 

This presentation will share the results of the Faces Revealed  
Project’s new approach, all of them linked to production and reuse, 
and demonstrate the attention that artists paid to reproduce the  
human body, working on these objects as if they were statues  
and not only a canvas for vignettes and spells. 

Egyptomania and the Legacies  
of Imhotep with Dr. Julia Troche
Saturday   |   March 16   |   1:30 - 3:30 pm
Norma Kershaw Auditorium   |   Lecture 

Presented by Raghda (Didi) El-Behaedi, an Egyptian Archaeology PhD 
candidate at the University of Chicago and a National Geographic 
Explorer. Different methodologies of archaeological site exploration in 
Egypt will be presented with case studies of Memphis and the Fayum.

Get Tickets

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3728-arce-egyptomania-and-the-legacies-of-imhotep-with-dr-julia-troche
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3729-arce-geometry-and-decoration-in-egyptian-coffins-with-dr-stefania-mainieri


Talks

Celebrity Speaker Series presents  
Danny and the Divas

Thursday   |   March 14  |  10:30 am - 12 pm  
    Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Musical Performance

Don’t miss this powerhouse performance by opera singer  
Daniel Rodriguez and Broadway stars Maria Kavanaugh  
and Margaret Kelly.

Ticketed Onsite Event
Bowers Members $35  |  General $40
Bowers Museum members may buy  
one discounted ticket for $35.  
For information about tickets  
contact Maggie Hart at (714) 356-6720.

Learn More

Talks  |  Crescendo Chapter of the Guilds of Segerstrom 
Center of the Arts: Celebrity Speaker Series 2024

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3730-celebrity-speaker-series-presents-danny-and-the-divas


Family Fun

A Cabaret on Arts and Disability   
with Marleena Barber

Sunday  |  April 14  |  1:30 - 2:30 pm 
Norma Kershaw Auditorium  |  Musical Performance

Marleena Barber’s one-woman cabaret show tells the story of her 
life growing up legally blind from a genetic condition called Albinism, 
and how music played a vital role in her journey to self-acceptance. 
Accompanied on piano by Edward Sywulka, this show is an inspiring 
piece that reaches all ages, encouraging audiences through a 
variety of musical styles, to live their dreams despite the  
challenges they may face.

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $10  |  General $15 

Recorded Online Screenings
Members $5  |  General $10
Online version will be emailed to ticketholders one week after the onsite event.

Get Tickets

Musical Performance

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3731-a-cabaret-on-arts-and-disability-with-marleena-barber


Red Cross Blood Drive   
at Bowers Museum 

Tuesday   |   April 2  |  10 am - 4 pm 

Be a hero in your community and save lives with a simple  
blood donation!

To schedule an appointment or for more information, go to  
redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code: Bowers or call  
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). #redcrossatbowers

The American Red Cross is experiencing an emergency blood 
shortage as the nation faces the lowest number of people giving 
blood in 20 years. Your blood donation is needed now to help 
alleviate the shortage and ensure lifesaving medical procedures 
are not delayed.

All participating donors will receive  
$5 off General Admission the day of their donation.  
Walk-ins welcome!

Special Event

http://redcrossblood.org


Family Fun    |   11 am - 3 pm    |   Key Courtyard   |   Onsite! 

Celebrate with the Bowers Museum during our free family festivals 
held every first Sunday of the month in the Museum’s beautiful Key 
Courtyard. Enjoy live performances, art making, face painting and 
complimentary treats at every festival. Free Family Festivals are 
made possible with generous support from the Nicholas Endowment.

Celtic Festival
Sunday   |   March 3

Dance to the lively Irish music of Cillian’s Bridge and learn all about 
the bagpipes from Chrissy Orcholski. O’Connor Kennedy Academy  
of Irish Dance will make you want to get up and dance an Irish jig.  
The entire family will enjoy free face painting, art projects  
and food samples.

Learn More

Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival   
Sunday   |   April 7

Bring the entire family to enjoy performances of Taiko drum music, 
traditional Japanese dances, the fun happy sounds of Viorhythm,  
child violinists, and Shan, our favorite candy sculptor.

Sponsored by

Learn More

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3668-celtic-festival
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3669-japanese-cherry-blossom


Family Fun

Comic Book & Character 
Development Workshop 

Sunday  |  April 21  |  11 am - 12:30 pm 
John M. Lee Court  |  Workshop*  

Create your very own comic book and learn about character 
development, storytelling and illustration in this hands-on workshop 
with artist Erna van Dyk!

Ticketed Onsite Event
Members $15  |  General $20
*Suggested for ages 10+ with adult supervision.  
Modified project available for younger children.

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3744-comic-book-character-development-workshop-with-erna-van-dyk


Family Fun

Bowers’ Books for Kids:  
Storytime in the Galleries

Held every last Saturday of the month, Storytime in the Galleries includes 
free copies of each author’s featured book for the first 35 to RSVP and free 
General Admission to the galleries for the first 35 participants to arrive at 

each event. Reading in the galleries will be followed by a simple, 
fun art project that kids will love.

Pencils, Pens & Brushes:  
A Great Girls’ Guide  
to Disney Animation 
Saturday  |  March 30  |  10:30 am - 12 pm 
Fluor Gallery

Join award-winning author Mindy Johnson for 
a fun and inspiring look at many of the amazing 
women who have worked at Disney Animation 
over the years, just in time for  
Women’s History Month.

The Rescues – Finding Home 
Saturday  |  April 27  |  10:30 am - 12 pm
California Bounty Exhibit  

Just in time for National Adopt a Shelter Pet 
Day, join author Shiho Pate for a tale that 
champions the importance of family and 
relays how it feels to belong and to have a 
place to call home.

Learn More

Learn More

Ticketed Onsite Events
Free with General Admission

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3732-bowers-books-for-kids-storytime-in-the-galleries-with-author-mindy-johnson
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3733-bowers-books-for-kids-storytime-in-the-galleries-with-author-shiho-pate


Workshops

Abstract Self Portrait
Thursday  |  March 14

Discover creative ways to portray  
yourself a la Picasso, Modigliani,  
or Matisse with acrylics.

Needle Felting
Thursday  |  March 28

Experience the art of painting with yarn  
and needle, back by popular demand.

Anne’s Treasures 
Art Workshops

2nd & 4th THURSDAYS 
Join this very special arts engagement program  

for seniors and their community.

10 am - 12 pm   |   John M. Lee Court

Ticketed Events: Free for Bowers Members Aged 62 & over
General $7

Questions? Email mlopez@bowers.org or call 714.567.3678.

Treasure Leaves 
Thursday  |  April 11

Connect with nature and create an exquisite 
masterpiece using a fresh leaf as your  
canvas. We’ll use acrylic paint, glitter,  
sequins and metallic gel pens.

Get Tickets

Hand Painted Tote Bag
Thursday  |  April 25

Be a fashionable shopper with your hand 
painted canvas tote bag.

Get Tickets

Get Tickets

Get Tickets

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3715-anne-s-treasures-treasure-leaves
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3716-anne-s-treasures-hand-painted-canvas-tote-bag
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3713-anne-s-treasures-abstract-self-portraits
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/event/3714-anne-s-treasures-needle-felting


Members Only

Books at Bowers:
Touring Through the Pages

For Members Only: A Book Club Experience 
Books at Bowers: Touring Through the Pages is a Bowers Docent 
Guild sponsored book club for Bowers Museum members. 

Sonny Liew’s graphic novel, “The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye,” 
has garnered numerous accolades, notably receiving three Eisner 
awards among its many distinctions. The book’s simple premise is 
the biography of a fictional comic book artist whose 80-year span  
of comics illustrates the often-turbulent history of Singapore.  
“Liew’s inclusion of fabricated newspaper clippings, old sketches, 
mixed media works, and even an occasional photo collage 
purporting to show us first-hand evidence of  
Charlie’s life, is riveting. 320 pages. Limited copies of the book are 
available for purchase in the Gallery Store.

Following the discussion in the Norma Kershaw Auditorium, a 
Docent led tour of Asian Comics: Evolution of An Art Form will 
highlight how powerful comics can be as a medium. 

Free for Bowers Members.
RSVP on Bowers.org. Space is limited to 30 Bowers Members  
per discussion. A confirmation email will be sent to participants.  
Questions? Email programs@bowers.org.

Thu  |  Apr 18  |  1 - 2 pm 
Sat  |  Apr 20  |  10:30 - 11:30 am 

Norma Kershaw Auditorium 
Onsite Book Discussion & Tour

RSVP Now

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/events-calendar/category/21-books-at-bowers-touring-through-the-pages


http://shop.bowers.org


WEDDING  
SHOWCASE

SCAN TO RSVP 
OR CONTACT US AT: 

bowersevents@patinagroup.com

JOIN US FOR A

MARCH 16 |  11AM - 2PM

http://tangatarestaurant.com

